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SPEAKER WELCOMES QUEENSLAND'S FIRST INDIGENOUS MP  
IN HISTORIC VISIT TO PARLIAMENT HOUSE 

 
 
The Hon Fiona Simpson, Speaker of the Legislative Assembly of Queensland, today welcomed 
Queensland's first Indigenous MP, Mr Eric Deeral, to Parliament House. 
 
Mr Deeral, who will be 80 this year, was the first Indigenous person to be elected to an Australian 
State Parliament, representing the seat of Cook in the Queensland Parliament from 1974 to 1977. 
 
Speaker Simpson said that it was her great honour to welcome Mr Deeral to Parliament House today 
where he was a special guest at the Inaugural Eric Deeral Indigenous Youth Parliament. 
 
“On becoming Speaker in May, I felt it was important to visit Mr Deeral on his land in Hope Vale to 
acknowledge his historic service as the first Indigenous Member of Parliament and the role that he 
has played since then as a champion for his community.  
 
“To mark his great legacy, I sought Mr Deeral’s permission to rename the annual Indigenous Youth 
Parliament event in his honour.  I also extended an invitation to Mr Deeral to attend the event in 
Brisbane this week, as a special guest of the Parliament,” Speaker Simpson said. 
  
The Indigenous Youth Parliament is an annual event held at Parliament House for participants of the 
Indigenous Youth Leadership Program which is run in partnership by the Department of Communities' 
Office for Youth, Xstrata Coal and the Queensland Parliament. 
 
Speaker Simpson said that the participants at today’s event greatly appreciated Mr Deeral’s presence 
and his words of encouragement and advice.  
 
“This has been an historic opportunity to celebrate Mr Deeral’s achievements and to listen to his 
reflections from his time as a Member of Parliament.” 
 
“In particular Mr Deeral emphasised the importance of young people being involved in the democratic 
and political process. His leadership has been an example of service above self, which is an example 
we can all learn from, in whatever arena we exercise leadership,” Speaker Simpson said. 
 
Following the success of today’s inaugural Eric Deeral Indigenous Youth Parliament, the Parliament 
would next week participate in NAIDOC Week celebrations with an information stall at the Ipswich 
NAIDOC event at the Briggs Road Sports Club. 
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